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Participation of the Fight-two Project in the 1st International Conference of 
the European College of Veterinary Microbiology (ECVM), Athens 26th & 
27th September, 2019

The strategy and objectives of the FIGHT-2
Project - development of an edible vaccine
for the control of the type 2 viral
hemorrhagic disease virus (RHDV2) in wild
rabbits, funded by the Foundation for
Science and Technology (FCT) (PTDC /
CVT -CVT / 29062/2017-PT2020) - were
presented by Elsa Leclerc Duarte, Assistant
Professor in the Department of Veterinary
Medicine at the University of Évora, at the
1st International Conference of the
European College of Veterinary

The FIGHT-2 Project aims the development
of an oral vaccine to control viral
hemorrhagic disease, putting into practice
one of the 12 measures of an Action Plan
for the Control of Viral Hemorrhagic
Disease in Wild Rabbits (Order 4757/17 of
31 May, MAFDR).

The panel was entitled “FIGHT-2 strategic
framework - Development of an edible
vaccine for the control of the type 2 viral
hemorrhagic disease virus (RHDV2) in the
wild rabbit”.
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Microbiology (ICECVM), which took place in
Athens, Greece, on the 26th and 27th of
September, 2019.
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The 1st ICECVM was organized in
collaboration with the Study Group for
Veterinary Microbiology (ESGVM, Study
Group for Veterinary Microbiology) of the
European Society for Clinical Microbiology and
Infectious Diseases (ESCMID).

Maria José Saavedra, Associate Professor at UTAD and
representative of Portugal at ESGVMESCMID (left) with
Elsa Duarte, member of the Fight-Two team at the
University of Évora (at the board, flanked by two students
from the Veterinary Medicine course) at the University of
Thessaloniki , Greece, at the 1st International Conference
of the European College of Veterinary Microbiology, that
took place in Athens, September 26-27, 2019

Fight-Two Project - Development of an edible vaccine for the control of viral 
hemorrhagic disease (RHDV2) in wild rabbits

PTDC/CVT-CVT/29062/2017-PT2020 – Fundação para a Ciência e Tecnologia

Essentially, it consisted of a forum dedicated
to veterinary microbiology, organized in
thematic sessions dedicated to i) Veterinary
Bacteriology and Mycology, ii) Veterinary
Virology, iii) Microbiological Diagnosis, MALDI-
TOF, Genomics & Metagenomics, and iv) Anti-
microbial Resistance, One Health and food
microbiology.

Elsa Duarte and Eva Cunha (PhD student at CIISA-FMV)
at the 1st International Conference of the European
College of Veterinary Microbiology, Athens 26 to 27
September 2019.

Participation of the Fight-two Project in the 1st International Conference of 
the European College of Veterinary Microbiology (ECVM), Athens 26th & 
27th September, 2019

News on the Fight-2 Project



'HYHORSPHQW�RI�DQ�(GLEOH�%DLW�9DFFLQH�WR�&RQWURO�5DEELW�+DHPRUUKDJLF�'LVHDVH�
9LUXV����5+'9���LQ�:LOG�5DEELWV

352-(&7�),*+7��

&RQWH[W�RI�WKH�VWXG\

0DWHULDOV�DQG�0HWKRGV

5HVXOWV�DQG�&RQFOXVLRQV

5HIHUHQFHV�
�/H�*DOO�5HFXOp HW�DO���������9HW��5HV�����
�/H�*DOO�5HFXOp HW�DO���������9HW��5HF����������±��
�/RSHV�HW�DO���������9LUXVHV �����±����
�0DKDU�HW�DO�����������-�9LURO�������-DQ����������SLL��H��������
�'HOLEHV�0DWHRV�HW�DO�� ������(PHUJ��,QIHFW��'LV��������������
�&DUYDOKR�HW�DO���������:RUOG 5DEELW 6FL������������
�&ULVFL�HW�DO���������9HW ,PPXQRO ,PPXQRSDWKRO�����������������
�0�OOHU�HW�DO���������$UFK�9LURO������������������
�3ODQD�'XUDQ�HW�DO���������$UFK�9LURO������������������

)XQGLQJ� 3URMHFW )LJKW�WZR �37'&�&97�&97������������ 37������ LV ILQDQFHG E\ WKH
3RUWXJXHVH )RXQGDWLRQ IRU 6FLHQFH DQG 7HFKQRORJ\ �)&7��

$FNQRZOHGJPHQWV� 3URMHFW �&RHOKR�� ³$YDOLDomR (FRVVDQLWiULD GDV 3RSXODo}HV 1DWXUDLV
GH &RHOKR�%UDYR 9LVDQGR R &RQWUROR GD 'RHQoD +HPRUUiJLFD 9LUDO´ DQG 3URMHFW
�&RHOKR�� ³'HVHQYROYLPHQWR H LPSOHPHQWDomR GH PHGLGDV SUiWLFDV LPSXOVLRQDGRUDV GD
UHFXSHUDomR GRV OHSRUtGHRV VLOYHVWUHV HP 3RUWXJDO´� ILQDQFHG E\ WKH )XQGR )ORUHVWDO
3HUPDQHQWH �))3�� 3RUWXJXHVH 0LQLVWU\ RI $JULFXOWXUH�

$ QXFOHRWLGH EDQN RI 5+'9� YS�� VHTXHQFHV LV EHLQJ REWDLQHG WR VXSSRUW WKH
VHOHFWLRQ RI D VXEVHW RI UHSUHVHQWDWLYH VWUDLQV WR EH LQFOXGHG LQ WKH YDFFLQH� 7KH
YS�� JHQH RI WKRVH VWUDLQV ZLOO EH FORQHG DQG XVHG WR FRQVWUXFW WKH UHFRPELQDQW
EDFXORYLUXVHV�

),*+7�7:2 ZLOO DOORZ WR SURFHHG ZLWK RQH RI �� PHDVXUHV VSHFLILHG LQ D 1DWLRQDO
$FWLRQ 3ODQ IRU WKH &RQWURO RI 5DEELW +DHPRUUKDJLF 9LUDO 'LVHDVH LQ 5DEELWV
�'LVSDWFK ������� RI �� 0D\� 3RUWXJXHVH 0LQLVWU\ RI $JULFXOWXUH��

3URMHFW ),*+7�7:2 VXSSRUWV RWKHU JHQHUDOLVW PDQDJHPHQW SROLFLHV WRZDUGV WKH
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ZKHUH WKH UDEELW LV NH\VWRQH DQG WKH UHDFWLYDWLRQ RI KXQWLQJ DFWLYLWLHV LQ 3RUWXJDO�

5+'9�� D &DOLFLYLUXV RI WKH JHQXV /DJRYLUXV� FDXVHV UDEELW KDHPRUUKDJLF GLVHDVH
�5+'�� DQ RIWHQ�OHWKDO V\VWHPLF LQIHFWLRQ LQ WKH (XURSHDQ UDEELW �2U\FWRODJXV FXQLFXOXV�����
6LQFH LWV HPHUJHQFH LQ ���� LQ )UDQFH�� 5+'9� UHSODFHG WKH FODVVLFDO 5+'9 JHQRJURXSV
�*��*�� WKDW FLUFXODWHG SUHYLRXVO\������ &XUUHQWO\� 5+'9� LV RQH PDLQ IDFWRU XQGHUO\LQJ WKH
ZLOG UDEELWV¶ GHFOLQH� ZKLFK LV D NH\�VWRQH VSHFLHV LQ WKH 0HGLWHUUDQHDQ HFRV\VWHPV RI WKH
,EHULDQ 3HQLQVXOD� 5+'9� DIIHFWV DGXOW DQG MXYHQLOH DQLPDOV� KDPSHULQJ WKH UHFUXLWPHQW RI
QHZ LQGLYLGXDOV WR ZLOG SRSXODWLRQV FRPSURPLVLQJ WKHLU G\QDPLFV� LQGLUHFWO\ LPSDFWLQJ RQ
VHYHUDO HQGDQJHUHG SUHGDWRU VSHFLHV��
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&RPPHUFLDO 5+'9� YDFFLQHV FXUUHQWO\ DYDLODEOH DUH LQDFWLYDWHG� REWDLQHG IURP LQIHFWHG
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7KH LPPXQLW\ LQGXFHG E\ WKHVH YDFFLQHV LV VKRUW DQG� KHQFH� WKH SURWHFWLRQ WUDQVLHQW� 7KH
SUHYLRXV FRPPHUFLDO 5+'9 YDFFLQHV� PRVW DOVR LQDFWLYDWHG� ZHUH VKRZQ WR EH LQHIIHFWLYH LQ
FRQIHUULQJ FURVV SURWHFWLRQ DJDLQVW 5+'9���
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ZLOG SRSXODWLRQV� DQG ZLOO SRWHQWLDOO\ SURWHFW D EURDG SURSRUWLRQ RI WKH UDEELW SRSXODWLRQV�
FUXFLDO WR DEURJDWH YLUXV WUDQVPLVVLRQ OHDGLQJ WR WKH FRQWURO WKH LQIHFWLRQ�
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LPPXQH UHVSRQVH ZKHQ DGPLQLVWHUHG SDUHQWHUDOO\� RU RUDOO\�� 7KH RUDO LPPXQRJHQLFLW\ RI
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WHFKQRORJLHV KDYH WKH SRWHQWLDO RI SURGXFLQJ KLJKHU FRQFHQWUDWLRQ RI 9/3V LQ D PXFK�
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7KH 1DWLRQDO ,QVWLWXWH RI $JUDULDQ DQG 9HWHULQDULDQ 'LVHDVHV �,1,$9 ,�3�� WKDW KDUERXUV
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([SHULPHQWDO H 7HFQROyJLFD �L%(7�� D SULYDWH LQVWLWXWH ZLWK YDVW H[SHULHQFH LQ DQLPDO DQG
KXPDQ YDFFLQH SURGXFWLRQ� FRRUGLQDWHG WKH SURMHFW� 7KH GLUHFW SDUWQHUVKLS LQFOXGHV WZR
3RUWXJXHVH 9HWHULQDU\ 8QLYHUVLWLHV � 8QLYHUVLGDGH GH eYRUD �8e� DQG )DFXOGDGH GH
0HGLFLQD 9HWHULQiULD GH /LVERD �)09�� 2WKHU LQVWLWXWLRQV DUH FRQVLGHUHG LQGLUHFW SDUWQHUV
RI WKH FRQVRUWLXP� 7KH SURMHFW DLPV WR PRELOL]H VHYHUDO RWKHU OD\HUV RI VRFLHW\ LQFOXGLQJ WKH
KXQWLQJ VHFWRU >)LJXUH �@�
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